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Tur MAINTENANCE OF LABORATORIES. 


In our last issue Mr. J. S. Wood urged that the 
profession should provide funds for the enlarge- 
ment and maintenance of our laboratories. It is at 
least open to question whether such funds should 
be expected to come from the profession at all. 
Many would argue, with much reason, that the cost 
of supporting institutions so necessary to the 
national welfare ought to be borne by the nation 
But it is quite certain that the need for money to 
maintain veterinary laboratories has never been so 
great as at present. 

Pathology is constantly becoming more intricate 
and more specialised in its various departments, 
some of which are quite new. Bacteriology has 
been studied by a host of workers for many yeurs, 
but fresh discoveries are still being made; while 
other branches of biology, within the last few 
years, have become of almost equal importance to 
the pathologist. Protozoology, in its relation to 
pathology, is now a subject as complex as bacterio- 
logy, and in some respects more difficult. Again, 
a quite large and very varied class of diseases 
are now recognised as due to ultra-visible micro- 
organisms. The discovery of the réle of insects 
in disseminating disease has established entomology 
as an essential department of pathology. 

Some of this knowledge may be gained by read- 
ing, but its application demands the technical skill 
and practical experience which can only be acquired 
in the laboratory. Even as far as diagnosis is con- 
cerned, the clinician is much more dependent upon 
the pathologist now than a decade ago. The use of 
scientifically prepared sera against disease is yet in 
comparative infancy. Of course it has been attend- 
ed by some failures. Some sera have been found 
worthless, but no one now doubts the efficacy of 
others. The results, so far, justify the highest 
hopes for the future; but time and money are 
necessary, and the wisdom of supporting such 
work is certainly not yet fully recognised in 
England. 

Whether or not the profession ever gives much 
money to help our laboratories, any member may 
do something to hasten the day when the State 
will. One way is for clinicians to more frequently 
openly refer to laboratories for help in diagnosis. 
Many practitioners often send material to patho- 
logists, some seldom, and not a few allow their 
clients to believe that a clinical examination is 
always sufficient. The average medical man when 
he takes a swab from a patient’s throat and sends 
it toa bacteriologist helps to teach the public the 
necessity for supporting laboratories. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CESOPHAGEAL DILATATION IN THE Horse. 


Grosjean and Lesbouyries (Revue Vétérinaire) 
record a case of a horse which they were first 
called upon to treat in 1904 On that occasion 
the animal was affected with colic, which was diag- 
nosed as due to gastric indigestion, and recovered 
in less than an hour under ordinary treatment. 

Ten months later, the same troubles reappeared, 
but were of extreme gravity. After four hours of 
violent colic the animal rejected, by the nasal 
passage, alimentary matter which had not under- 
gone any commencement of digestion, and was 
devoid of the “gastric odour.” This vomition 
brought about cessation of the colic. From the 
special nature of the rejected alimentary matter 
the authors diagnosed dilatation of the cesophagus, 
and instituted a hygienic treatment. 

Some further attacks took place in 1905 and 
1906. In 1907, the symptoms appeared some ten 
times; and, in the course of the last attack, gang- 
renous broncho-pneumonia set in and caused 
death. 

Post-mortem, it was found that the cesopbageal 
dilatation immediately preceded the stomach, of 
which it seemed to be only a diverticulum. It 
attained the size of a man’s head. By a careful 
examination it was ascertained that the dilatation 
was the result of a hernia of the mucous mem- 
brane through the muscular coat. 

The authors consider the case interesting, not 
for its novelty, but because they have been able to 
observe the horse for several years, and to diag- 
nose dilatation of the thoracic portion of the ceso- 
phagus from the symptom of rejection of undigested 
food through the nostrils and mouth.—(Annales de 
Mid. Vét.) 


\ New Parasitic Disease OF PIGEONS. 


Lanfranchi (Il Moderno Zooiatro) has described 
a new infectious disease of pigeons. The symptoms 
consist of lassitude, sloth, waddling gait, imperfect 
flight, loss of appetite and condition, accelerated 
respiration, and eventual greenish or yellow diar- 
rhea. Death results in from ten to twenty days. 

The post-mortem appearances are :—General 
muscular atrophy; small (up to the size of a pea) 
yellowish-grey nodules in the internal organs ; sero- 
fibrinous peritonitis; the spleen usually swollen ; 
intestinal mucous membrane slightly reddened and 
swollen; liver, lungs, and kidneys very rich in 


blood, 
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Bacterial investigation was negative; but micro- 
scopic examination revealed the presence of animal 
parasites—belonging to the flagellata—in the pre- 
viously mentioned nodules, the salivary glands, the 
saliva itself, the bone marrow, the blood, the peri- 
toneal exudate, the dung, etc. 

The external shape of the parasite is spherical, 
oval, or conical, and changes in consequence of 
amgboid movement. The nucleus lies near the 
origin of the flagellum. The young stages are 
similar to those of trypanosomes. 

Lanfranchi could only cbserve asexual reproduc- 
tion. The parasite does not seem to attack the red 
blood corpuscles. It remains active for a long time 
in saliva and dung outside the animal body. The 
water tanks of the pigeon cotes lodge the parasite 
and so form centres of infection. 

Lanfranchi thinks that this parasite may be 
identical with the cause of the so-called gregarinous 
diphtheria of birds—at least, this identity should not 
be considered impossible.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


HEMLOCK PoIsoNING IN Pias. 


Calinescu-Galatz was called to a sudden out- 
break of fatal disease in a herd of a hundred swine. 
He found six pigs dead, one very ill, and the re- 
mainder in good health. 

The six dead pigs bad fallen ill that same day, 
and had only lived for two or three hours after the 
first signs of illness appeared. They had shown 
the same symptoms as those presented by the sole 
surviving patient. 

The suddenness and mortality of the outbreak at 
first suggested a per-acute contagious disease ; but 
that idea was dispelled by the symptoms shown 
by the one living animal. Ail these symptoms 
were those of severe disturbance of the nervous 
system. Moreover, the temperature was only 
slightly influenced, notwithstanding the violence of 
the nervous symptoms. 

The pig was found lying in the sterno-abdominal 
position, the hind limbs being extended behind, and 
the fore limbs bent under the chest. The head was 
strongly flexed upon the neck, and the snout 
pressed on the ground in front of the sternum. 

The head and neck were agitated by muscular 
jerks—clonic contractions whieh succeeded one 
another uninterruptedly, and resulted in a continu- 
ous trembling. The lower jaw was agitated by a 
jerky movement, which gave the impression of a 
hasty and irregular mastication. Foamy saliva 
was issuing from the mouth. The regard was fixed 
the pupils dilated, and the eyes protruding. 

When struck lightly, the pig started up suddenly, 
walked about twenty yards, and then sank abruptly 
tothe ground. During progression, the whole body 
was agitated by a spasmodic trembling, due to 
violent clonic contractions of the muscles, so that 
the animal moved with difficulty, and by short irre- 
gular leaps. When again on the ground, the pre- 
vious position was resumed, the contractions again 
becoming localised to the bead and neck only. 

Two of the dead pigs were opened, and showed 
the following lesions. Exterior of the cadaver 
normal; no ecchymosis upon the skin ; no swelling 





around the throat. The mouth was partly open, 
and soiled by an abundant foam. No naked eye 
lesions existed in the lungs, bronchi, lymphatic 
glands, and heart. The stomach was distended b 
gas, and filled with the leaves and stems of the 
large hemlock (Conium maculatum). Its mucous 
membrane was sprinkled with superficial ecchy- 
motic spots, which were also found in the duode- 
num. No lesions appreciable to the naked eye 
were found in the other abdominal organs. 
The pig found ill had shown similar symptoms a 
month previously. The author does not state the 
treatment adopted, or whether the single patient 
recovered, but apparently records the observation 
on account of the rarity of hemlock poisoning in 
pigs. Pigs do not habitually eat hemlock, but the 
animals had been driven to do so by hunger in this 
case, the season being poor. Coniuwm maculatum 
flowers in summer, and is then especially danger- 
ous; the above case occurred in the month of May. 
—Arhiva Veterinara. ; 
W.R.C. 








THE NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual general meeting was held at Ye Olde 
Castle Restaurant, Belfast, on Friday evening, 29th 
January Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.C.V.S., (President) 
occupied the chair. The following members were pre- 
sent :—Messrs. Howard, McConnell, Joseph McAleer, 
John McLean, John L. Orr, A. M. Creighton, J. Ewing 
Johnston, R. W. Thompson, F. W. Emery, J. J. Ross, 
J. McClure Barry, Hugh Flood, James Gregg, and J. A. 
Jordan (Hon. Sec ). 

Apologies and expressions of regret at inability to 
attend were announced from Messrs. Robert and Jobn 
Kernohan, W. Dawson, Henry Gibson, A. Munro, M. 
Hedley, John Howatt, James McKenny, W.S. Lamont, 
W.C. M. Smith, and S. R. Tufts. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
read and confirmed, were passed unanimously. 

Mr. T. W. SmirH, Omagh, was duly elected a member 
of the Association, having been nominated at last meet- 
ing. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, seconded 
by Mr. Howard McConnell, it was resolved that this 
Association endorse the resolution passed by the Eas 
tern Counties Veterinary Medical Society re unquah- 
fied assistants. 

The Hon. Sec. had received a copy of the resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Royal Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association on“the sale of veterinary instru 
ments to persons other than members of the profession. 

Mr. McConnEL.t said that in his opinion this matter 
shonld be taken up seriously by the profession, and that 
only those firms who refuse to supply instruments etc. 
to others than the members of the profession should be 
supported. Some firms, for instance Messrs. Parke, 
Davis and Co. supply chemists with drugs ete. 15 per 
cent. off list price, whereas veterinary surgeons are 
charged nett. He asked was this as it should be. 

Mr. Greae referred to a conversation he had with 
Mr. Huish on this very subject, and he (Mr. Huish) 
stated that his firm did not supply any instruments to 
others than the profession. 

Mr. Ross stated that he had repeatedly seen Messrs. 
Huish and Co. exhibiting at English shows, and he was 
under the impression they would sell to all and sundry, 











February 20, 1909 





THE VETERINARY RECORD 551 





Mr. Bakrky having spoken very strongly ov the sub- 


ject, said that he was about to propose a resolution, and 

e hoped that the members of this Association would, if 

sed, abide loyally by it. He then proposed the fol- 
— :—-“ That the members of the North of Ireland 

V.M.A. having considered the matter of patent medicine 
vendors and veterinary instrument makers exhibiting 
and selling their products at shows to which we give our 
services without fee or reward, shall from this date 
cease to perform any duties in connection with such 
shows gratuitously.” 

Mr. McALEER, in seconding the resolution, said he 
promised to carry it out to the letter. 

Mr. JoRDAN drew the attention of the members to a 
resolution which had been adopted at the meeting held 
in January, 1908, bearing on the subject under discuss- 
ion, by which it was decided to let the matter rest with 
the local practitioner to arrange with the Secretary of 
the Show to which he was invited to render professional 
services, 

Mr. McConNnELL considered that until the resolution 
of 1908 be rescinded, the resolution at present before the 
meeting should not be considered. 

After further discussion, Mr. Barry withdrew his 
resolution for the present, and gave notice of motion 
for next meeting to rescind the resolution of January, 
1908. 

The Hon. Sev. read a letter from T. H. Sloan, Esq., 
M.P., acknowledging receipt of letter conveying the 
thanks of the members of this Assoeiation for the ser- 
vices rendered, in which he assured the members that 
he would always be glad to assist them in any way he 
could. 

A circular letter was also read from the Executive 
Committee organised to oppose the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act (1881) Amendment Bill, appealing for support to 
assist them in their opposition, the expense of Parlia- 
mentary Council and solicitors fees being considerable. 

Mr. JoRDAN suggested that the resolution in favour 
of this Bill which was passed at the special meeting 
held in February, 1908, should be rescinded. The Bill 
as it now stands he said was entirely different to what 
it was then, besides he thought too hasty a decision 
had been arrived at, sufficient consideration had not been 
exercised. 

Mr. Orrand Mr. McAleer having expressed themselves 
as being opposed to the Bill in its present form, Mr. 
Ross gave notice that at next meeting he would move 
that the resolution in favour of the Bill be rescinded. 

Mr. Grece remarked that the advantages, if any, 
derived froin the Bill were not equal to the guinea. 

Mr. Jorpan (Hon. Sec.) submitted the following 
report :— 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,— The curtain having 
been rung down on the second year’s existence of our 
Association it affords me great pleasure to be able to 
announce that the session which has rolled away into 
the past has been in many respects a very successful 
one, and one for which we have many things to be 
thankful. 

At the beginning of that session 33 members were 
entered on the roll and instead of this number being 
reduced by the hand of death or otherwise, [ am happy 
to be in the position to state that 15 new members 
have siace been elected, bringing the total up to the 
respectable number of 48. 

_ In many respects it has been an eventful year. Ques- 
tions of extreme interest to the profession have been 
discussed at our meetings, amongst which may be men- 
tioned the following: The practice of instrument 
makers, medicine manufacturers, quacks, etc., exhibit- 
ing at shows and selling their different wares to all and 
sundry to the detriment of the local practitioner. Fees 
paid by insurance companies, and what attitude the 
profession should take up with regard to them. 








A report was submitted at the January meeting by 
your deputation in reference to a conference which was 
held in Dublin with the Council of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland re new Public Health 
Act, the discussion of which was taken up at a special 
meeting held in February. At this meeting we also had 
the pleasure of hearing a most excellent address from our 
President (Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.C.V.S8.), after which 
a healthy discussion took place on the most burning 
question in the profession at the present time, viz., the 
proposed amendments to the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
1881. This Bill had been much debated, a great many 
members being in favour of it, while on the other 
hand a great number oppose it. [t is not for me, how- 
ever, in this report to express my personal opinion on 
the matter, but I would just like to take this oppor 
tunity of impressing on each member of this Associa 
tion the necessity of considering well what this Bill—in 
its present state—means to you, and to ask yourselves 
the question how it will affect the privileges which by 
virtue of your Diploma you possess. No doubt the 
Council require more money, bnt the question is, are 
the means proposed equitable. It certainly does seem 
hard that if the guinea be not paid, the defaulter would 
be proceeded against as for a civil debt. 

At your ordinary meeting held in May, several matters 
of importance were dealt with, amongst which were the 
prop ‘sed extension of the Poisons and Pharmacy Bill to 
Jreland, when you resolved to endorse the resolution 
passed by the Veterinary Medical Association of Ire- 
land which embodied its disapproval of the measure. 

Your President reported that he-—accompanied by my- 
self—represented you at an interview with the Local 
Government Board regarding the New Dairies, Cow- 
sheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, after which an 
interesting discussion took place re above-mentioned 
Order, Mr. Lamont, Cookstown, opening same in a 
very able manner. 

The summer meeting was held in Londonderry, and 
while the attendance was not as large as one wonld wish 
it was nevertheless a most enjoyable meeting. Mr. 
Birrell’s Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Act was dis- 
cussed, after which a most interesting paper was read 
by Mr. J. H. McCrea, Londonderry, entitled “ A few sug- 
gestions re the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
Order,” 

Your last quarterly meeting was held in December 
instead of November, by permission of your President, 
and was of a most successful character. A resolution 
was read which had been passed by the Eastern Coun 
ties Veterinary Medical Society re employment of un- 
qualified assistants, and it was decided to defer the 
matter until next meeting. Mr. Emery then read bis 
most excellent and comprehensive paper which dealt 
with several subjects of great moment to our profession, 
and which I am sure you will all agree Mr. Emery 
handled in a veryable manner. The average attendance 
at your ordinary quarterly meetings was good, consider- 
ing the distance some of our members have to travel. 

I would wish to take this opportunity of urging upon 
the members the desirability of bringing unique and 
interesting pathological specimens to our meetings, in 
order that we might learn something from each other. 
I am sure that some of you come across such from time to 
time in your daily practice, and I earnestly hope that 
you may bring whatever specimens you have, so that a 
little discussion would be raised on somewhat similar 
cases related. 

Before closing I would wish to remind you of the 
debt of gratitude you owe to one whom I might almost 
be allowed to call your Parliamentary Representative. 
I refer to Mr. T. H. Sloan, M.P. Mr. Sloan has no 
doubt in a great measure been instrumental in bringing 
about the improved position our profession now holds 
in Public Health affairs. We also are greatly indebted 
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to the Press and Veterinary journals for reporting our 


meetings. To your most popular President for the 
masterly manner in which he presided over yon, and to 
Mr. Ross, your Treasurer, who so assiduously looked 
after your financial interests. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. J.J. Ross) submitted an 
audited balance sheet. 

Mr. Grea, in moving the adoption of the report and 
balance sheet, said he considered both very satisfactory 
indeed, and that a hearty vote of thanks was due to 
both Mr. Ross and Mr. Jordan for the able and efficient 
manner in which the duties of their different offices had 
been carried out during the year. 

Mr. JoHNsToN formally seconded, and the reports 
were adopted. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

It was proposed by Mr. J. A. Thompson, and seconded 
by Mr. Johnston, that Mr. James Gregg be elected Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. The resolution was unani- 
mously carried. 

Mr. GREGG, in response, expressed his appreciation of 
the honour, and hoped that while he occupied the chair 
he would leave no stone unturned to further the 
interests of the profession. When Mr. Jordan mentioned 
the matter to him a few days ago he was somewhat 
astonished, as he considered there were others who had 
a greater claim. However, he allowed his name to go 
forward only on one condition, and that was that Mr. 
Robert Kernohan should first be approached. Mr. 
Kernoban had not accepted the honour, and therefore 
he would be pleased to do so. He did not propose to 
inflict a long speech upon them, for as a matter of fact 
he had not come prepared with an address: he would 
therefore defer it until next meeting. 

Vice-Presidents.— Messrs. J. J. Ross and F. W. 
EMERY were unanimously elected. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. JORDAN was unanimously re-elected. 

Hon. Treas.—Mr. J. A. THOMPSON was elected. 


“A PLEA FOR THE EsTABLISHMENT OF A VETERINARY 
Service oF HEALTH, WITH REMARKS ON THE DUTIES 
TO BE AssIGNED To Sucu.—By Mr. F. W. Emery. 


ResuMED DIscussIon. 


Mr. Howarp McConnELt said that he was under the 
impression that Mr. Gregg was to reopen this discussion. 
He supposed a great many of those present thought as 
he did, that it was a paper which would be very hard to 
criticise, and it was not his intention to offer any, as 
Mr. Emery had treated his subject in such an exhaus- 
tive manner there was little or nothing left to say. 
One thing that struck him was what would the ordi- 
nary practitioner do if all the diseases inentioned by 
Mr. Emery in his paper were scheduled. He, however, 
thoroughly agreed with him that the time had come 
when tuberculosis should be a scheduled disease. 

He considered that the scheme at present adopted for 
the improvement of Horse breeding in this country was 
not a beneficial one, and he hoped the Government 
would reconsider the whole question and adopt a 
better. 

Mr, CREIGHTON remarked that as an Association we 
should be proud of Mr. Emery. His paper was ofa 
very high quality, and he was sure would be very far 
reaching in its effects. Tuberculosis was a disease 
which they heard a great deal about at the present time, 
and he was sure that every right thinking person would 
agree that above all other diseases it should be sche- 
duled. The new Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
Order to his mind was a very important step in the 
right direction, as good sanitation in the byreand milk- 
shop was very material. Heconsidered meat inspection 
should be adopted universally, that a public slaughter- 
house should be erected by the authorities in every large 
town or central district, and a veterinary surgeon ap- 





ointed to inspect all carcases. Private slaughter- 
eee were a great danger to the public, as he himself 
knew of carcases sold for human consumption which 
instead should have been destroyed. After dealing 
with a number of other points in the paper he congratn- 
lated Mr. Emery in a eulogistic manner. 

Mr. R. W. THompson said that the section of the 
naper which interested him most was the duties out- 
lined by Mr. Emery to be assigned to veterinary sur- 
geons. He quite agreed that it was a very proper thing 
to have a bigh ideal, at the same time he was afraid 
that it would be a long time before those set out by Mr. 
Emery would be attained. 

Mr. J. A. THOMPSON congratulated Mr. Emery on his 
most interesting paper. He said that it was one that 
was hard to carry in one’s mind. No doubt the ideals 
were very high, but as a rule no harm came of that. As 
far as scheduling some of the diseases referred to by 
Mr. Emezcy he quite agreed, but he thought the time was 
far distant when ringworm in animals would be on the 
list. Tuberculosis of course should be, as it was the 
cause of great loss to our country. It was a very big 
question, and one he thought too big for Government to 
tackle, at least for the present. Abortion in cattle 
should be scheduled, as it also caused great loss to 
farmers etc. With the exception of these diseases he 
would drop all the rest and leave them to be dealt with 
by the local practitioner. 

With regard to horse breeding, he said it was a ques- 
tion on which there was great diversity of opinion as to 
who is the proper person to give an opinion on the sub- 
ject Some considered that veterinary surgeons were 
not as well versed in the subject as some laymen who 
made a special study of it frem their boyhood, while 
others maintained that the veterinary surgeon, through 
his superior knowledge of animals, was the proper per- 
son. Heagreed with Mr. Emery in his remarks about 
meat and dairy inspection, both were certainly in a very 
crude condition in this country. Public slaughterhouses 
should be erected in every town. Private ones were a 
great menace to the public health in many ways. It 
was a matter that in his opinion should be taken up in 
a wholehearted manner by all local authorities. In 
Lurgan, where he himself is the Inspector, there is no 
recognised hour for slaughter, consequently no proper 
supervision or inspection can be carried out. 

Mr. Grece thought that the paper might be divided 
into two heads, viz., Public health, and Improved breed- 
ing of animals. In his opinicn it would be a long time 
before ringworm was a scheduled disease, notwith- 
standing the fact that itis as important as mange. He 
had an extensive experience of distemper in dogs, and 
he considered that for many reasons it would be a very 
difficult matter to stamp it out. 

Abortion in cattle was a vexed question. In the 
district in which be was brought up, he was glad to say 
that very little of it existed. He recollected when a boy 
taking notice that some cows came “in season ” about 
every six weeks. No doubt this must have been some 
sort of contagious abortion. With regard to Tuber- 
culosis, his experience was that cattle in the habit of 
being in the open were very seldom affected, he thought 
perhaps about 10 to 12 per cent. A great many theorize 
about stamping out this disease. In his opinion the 
best way would be to fatten all reactors, on slaughter it 
would be seen to what extent the disease had gone, 
whether the flesh would be fit for human food or not. 
The question of compensation to his mind was not prac- 
ticable. He would ask the Government to send 
Veterinary Inspectors through the country and subject 
all cows to the Tuberculin Test, those reacting he 
would cause to be fattened. Tuberculosis was a disease 
almost unknown in the native breed of cattle. The 
question of a better inspection of pork in Belfast was a 
rather difficult one, and one which would have to be 
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tackled in the near future. He understood that Mr. 
Jordan at the present time was trying to devise the best 
means to that end. Improvement in breeding of 
animals was a subject which interested him very much. 
The grading up system should be ever before the mind 
of those engaged in it. The selection of brood mares 
should be well looked after. 

A most important subject to his mind had been 
entirely overlooked by former speakers in their criticism 
of Mr. Emery’s paper, and that was the Veterinary Dis 
pensary question. He would like to ask Mr. Emery 
who would be entitled to free veterinary attendance, 
and what authority would issue the necessary document. 
If the Department of Agriculture had to do with it, he 
was sure everything would be on equitable terms. He 
joined with the rest in congratulating Mr. Emery on his 
paper. : 

Other members having taken part in the discussion, 
Mr. Emery replied to the different questions and 
expressed himself as feeling highly complimented with 
their kind remarks, and thanked those who took part in 
the criticism. 

On the motion of Mr. Emery, seconded by Mr. Ross 
and supported by Mr. Gregg, a hearty vote of thanks 
was tendered to Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.C.V.S. (the 
retiring president) and passed by acclamation. 

Mr. THOMPSON, in response, said that it was a source 
of great satisfaction to him to know that the Associa- 
tion had been so prosperous during his year of oftice. 
The work of the year had been very pleasant to him, 
and he wished to take this opportunity of thanking the 
members for the loyal support they had given him. 
Good work had been done during the past year, the 
results of which the community at large would surely 
benefit. He congratulated Mr. Gregg most heartily, and 
hoped his experience would be as pleasant as his own 
had been. 

Before the meeting closed Mr. Orr submitted a copy 
of an advertisement which appeared in the Derry issue 
of the Belfast Evening Telegraph, and the Secretary 
was requested to forward same to the Secretary of the 
Royal College for his remarks. After the usual vote of 


thanks to the Chairman the members partook of refresh. | 


ments and the proceedings terminated. 
J. A. Jorpan, Hon. Sec. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held in the Prince’s Street 
Station Hotel, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, January 27. 
The President, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, occupied the 
chair. The following members were present :— Messrs. 
Riddoch, R. Rutherford, D. Frew, D. H. Wood, A. 
Baird, Jas. Henderson and A. Gofton, Edinburgh ; 
T. M. Inglis, Forfar ; J. Aitken, Dalkeith ; P. Wilson, 
Lanark ; J. Cameron, jnr., Berwick-on-Tweed ; R. Reid, 
Cupar; D. Reid, Anchtermuchty ; W. Nairn, Blair- 
gowrie ; A. Boyd, Melrose ; W.O. Robertson, Selkirk. 

Visitors : Messrs. Bishop and Macfarlane, Glasgow ; 
H. Begg, East Kilbride; J. F. Playre, Edinburgh ; 
Rk. G. Anderson, Cupar; A. Mackenzie, Kirkcaldy ; 
W. T. Elder, and Dr. Ashworth. 

On the motion of the President the minutes of the 
last meeting were taken as read. 

The Secretary read apologies for absence from 
Messrs, Sargeant, Cameron, senr , and Principal Dewar, 
and other correspondence, including a letter from the 
Royal Counties V.M.S. with reference to the sale of 
instruments, and one from the Eastern Counties V.M.S. 
with reference to the employment of unqualified 
assistants, 


The PRESIDENT said that only two of the letters re- 
quired discussion. Personally, he did not see what this 
Society could do in the way of discountenancing the 
employment of unqualified assistants, nor did he quite 
see how they conld have any effect on the sale of 
instruments. 

After some discussion it was decided to allow the 
letters to lie on the table. 

The Secretary and Treasurer submitted his annual 
report and statement of accounts showing a balance of 
£9 13s. in the hands of the Society. 

The PresIDENT said he thought the Society might 
congratulate itself on the exceedingly satisfactory 
nature of the report, and he moved its adoption which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. JAMES STorRIE was elected a member of the 
Society, on the motion of Mr. Baird, seconded by Mr. 
R. Reid. 

Messrs. Doucuty, Ayron, and Jas. PLayer, Edin 
burgh, were nominated for membership by the Secre 
tary, seconded by Mr. Rutherford. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Dr. O. CHarNock BRADLEY. 


Gentlemen,—-In the first place I should like you to 
allow me to express the appreciation which I have of 
the honour you have done me in electing me as your 
President for the current session. I have only to ask 
your indulgence and support. 

On occasions such as the President, it is often the case 
that the President makes flattering reference to the im 
portant functions of the Society over which he has the 
honour to preside, and the efficiency with which its 
objects are carried out. At the risk of its being said 
that the theme has already been overworked, I pro 
pose to discuss it once more. Whether I shall flatter 
the Society remains to be seen, but whatever I may say, 
it will be in the spirit of friendly and a not carping 
criticism, and in the full appreciation of the great benefit 





this and similar Societies constantly confer on the veteri 
nary profession. 

In the first place | would enquire into the duties, the 
performance of which might be expected of a society 
which would claim to be thoroughly efficient. The 
initial function is clearly the holding of periodical meet- 
ings at which scientific subjects are discussed, matters 
affecting the welfare of the profession ere considered, 
and social intercourse is fostered. In addition, a society 
such as this should be in a position to have some in- 
fluence in regard to Parliamentary measures in any way 
affecting the profession, and should be capable of pro- 
| moting measures if occasion arises. In Parliamentary 
matters also a society such as this should be in a position 
to give material assistance in the return of a Member 
of the House of Commons. A Society such as this 
should have an influence in educational affairs, should 
be able to make representations to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons with confidence 
that these will receive full consideration ; and should 
advance veterinary science by the encouragement of re- 
search. It might quite reasonably be claimed that a 
society such as this should provide and waintain a cir- 
|culating library, so that none of its members could 
'excuse his ignorance of current scientific literature on 
| the grounds of lack of opportunity. The taking and 
the defence of legal proceedings, the administration of 
la provident and benevolent fund, and possibly the 
| rendering of assistance in the transference of practices 
|and the arrangement of partnerships are all duties which 
| might quite reasonably be expected of a society such 
as this. Further, conld it be encompassed, a society 
should have an official organ in which its proceedings 
could be published and by which its opinions could be 
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disseminated. These, in brief, I take it are some of the 
directions in which the activities of a society such as 
this might have scope. The scale of importance of 
the varions duties is subject to individual opinion, 
and doubtless addition might be made to the list. 

How many of the numerous admirable and energetic 
veterinary societies of the United Kingdom can claim to 
render efficiently all, or even most of the possible duties 
appertaining to such corporation. All hold meetings at 
which scientific and general professional matters are 
discussed. All foster the social intercourse of members. 
All at times endeavour to make themselves heard on 
matters of politic and Parliamentary importance. Most 
take some degree of interest in professional edneaticn, 
but only when large issnes are at stake. All are 
hampered and hindered by—if the expressicn be per- 
mitted—parochial limitation of their activities. The 
recognition of such limitation is no new thing. Jt has 
long been appreciated, and the broad lines of remedy 
have been suggested. As long agu as 1895, Professor 
Macqueen proposed a scheme of amalgamation by which 
it was hoped to remove the disabilities attached to the 
existing isolation of societies. He suggested that the 
various veterinary societies should be affiliated and that 
all members of the affiliated societies should become 
members of the National Veterinary Association without 
further individual subscription. In order that the 
decisions of the Council of the National Veterinary 
Association might be representative and truly national, 
Professor Macqueen censidered that each affiliated 
Society shonld b+ represented by two or more members 
on the Council. The local societies were to retain their 
independence as to meetings, discussions and sunbscrip- 
tions ; but were to agree to support the National Veteri- 
nary Association on questions of general professional 
import, whether of practice or of veterinary politics. 
Excellent thongh the scheme was, there were sever. | 
features to which exception could be taken. 1n the first 
place, a real unity could not have been attained if the 
snggestions had been fullowed. Thongh the societies 
were affiliated in theory, in fact they remained as 
individual as before, and the National Veterinary Asso- 
ciation would have been Jeft in its original condition. 
Farther, local societies wonld have been committed to 
support the policy of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion irrespective of real agreeinent of views. 

The question of amalgamation has recently been 
revived by the Editor of 7’he Veterinary News, who has 
amplified Professor Macqueen’s suggestion as to a 
subscription, by making the sum sufficiently large to 
cover a contribution to a benevolent and defence society 
as well as that to the National Veterinary Association. 
In this connection the question will always arise as tu 
whether benevolent or defence subscriptions should not 
be kept apart from those to veterinary societies. Such 
detachment is not incompatible with the administration 
of a benevolent and defence fund by the society ; such 
fund to be for the benefit of those members only who 
care to contribute thereto. 

It is open to question whether the schemes hitherto 
proposed are sufficiently radical in nature. It seems 
that they are compromises rather than real reconstruc- 
tions ; and reconstruction appears to be the only remedy 
by which success could be attained. In any reconstruc- 
tion scheme the existing societies, the benevolent and 
defence societies, and the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion would, naturally, have to be constantly held in 
view. But, for the moment, they should be set aside if 
one would regard a project from an unbiassed standpoint. 

The ideal scheme, as one sees it, is that which would 
be based on the formation of one single British Veteri- 
nary Association; not necessarily confined in its 
membership to the United Kingdom, but including, if 
practicable, sections in the British possessions beyond 
the seas. The British Veterinary Association would 





have territorially defined branches ; each Branch con- 
taining Divisions also territorial y defined. For example, 
the Association might have a Scottish Branch composed 
of Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen Divisions. The 
Edinburgh Division would consist of members residing 
south of a line crossing Scotland somewhere north of 
Perth, and east of a line drawn somewhere between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. The lines of division would 
naturally not be straight, but would be planned in 
accordance with the convenience of members. Both 
branches and divisions would send representatives to the 
general governing body, or council, of the British 
Veterinary Association. Thus the arrangement of 
branches and divisions would be advantageous in so far 
as it would secure a thoroughly representative character 
to the council. 

The British Veterinary Association would hold annual 
meetings at which scientific papers would be discussed 
and social functicns promoted. In addition, these 
annual meetings would form the session of a kind of 
professional parliament ; for the council would then 
meet to consider matters referred to it by branches and 
divisions. The council would, nevertheless, have power 
to meet at such other times as circumstances might 
demand. The governing body or council of the Asso- 
cia ion might consist of a President, Vice-presidents, 
representatives from branches, representatives from 
divisions, a secretary, and a Treasurer ; and would 
appoint such standiug committees as might be found 
advisable. Branches of the Association wou'd meet, say 
twice a year, or as often as feund necessary ; and would 
have as office-bearers a President, Vice-presidents, 
Representatives from the Divisions of the Branch, a 
Secretary and a Treasurer. Divisions would hold 
meetings and have cfiice-bearers after the manner of 
existing Societies. There would necessarily be general 
bye-laws applicable to the Association as a whole ; but 
each branch or division should be allowed as great a 
measure of autonomy as possible. 

The question of finance is one on which considerable 
discussion might arixe, but simplicity of financial plan 
should be the main desideratum. Each member would 
contribute a certain fixed subscription to the Associa- 
tion direct. The Treasurer of the Association would 
pay so much per member to each branch ; this would be 
transinitted to the divisions by the treasurer of the 
branch. The working expenses of the branch could be 
covered either by a separate grant from the funds of the 
Association or by a levy on the divisions. 

A benevolent and defence fund might be administered 
by the Council of the Association, but in all probability 
it would be found advisable not to include contributions 
to the fund in the general subscription to the Association. 

There can be little question of the advantages to an 
Association of an official organ in which its proceedings 
can be published. If it was found possible, the Associa- 
tion would publish a journal—weekly if possible— which 
would be supplied to each member without further pay- 
ment. One advantage of such an arrangement would 
be that a member residing in an out of the way place, or 
otherwise hindered from availing himself of the privi- 
leges of membership in the ordinary way, would be kept 
in constant touch with the Association, and would feel 
that he was receiving some substantial return for his 
contribution to the funds of the Association. 

Now how could the existing state of affairs be worked 
into a scheme such as that just outlined. Clearly the 
National Association forms a very substantial founda- 
tion for a British Veterinary Association ; and existing 
societies constitute divisions ready-made. These merely 
require grouping in order to form branches. If a fusion 
conld be effected between the existing benevolent and 
defence societies and the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion, a working foundation would result. 

It will doubtless be said that this is a cavalier manner 
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in which to dispose of all the present veterinary socie- 
ties, some of which are possessed of considerable funds. 
And, it may be asked, what are the societies to do with 
their money. As a matter of fact the scheme takes 
no cognisance of existing monies. Each society could 
dispose of its funds as it pleased. If it choose to pay 
the whole or part into the exchequer of the Association, 
well and cl If it choose to retain them also well. 
{t may be contended that in suggesting a reorganisation 
of the National Veterinary Association, an unwarranted 
liberty is being taken with a society which has done an 
incalenlable amount of good in the past. That a liberty 
is being taken is undoubted, but that it is unwarranted 
is not soclear. By the suggested scheme the National 
Veterinary Association would increase its scope, and 
would more completely fulfil that duty to the perform- 
ance of which it owes the justification of its existence, 
namely, the furtherance of the interests of the profession 
and its scientific advancement. 

Naturally it is not claimed that the scheme here 
sketchedly outlined in any way approaches perfection, 
but it is claimed that it might serve as a basis for dis- 
cussion. Andit is claimed that amalgamation of the 
societies would make for their greater efficiency, and 
therefore for the good of the profession as a whole. The 
advantages of fusion are both numerous and obvious. 
The disadvantages are none. The time appears ripe for 
discussion by the different societies, and one feels that 
the matter only requires to be taken up with vigour and 
definite results will be effected. It appears to me that 
the question should be considered by the individua! 
societies as a preliminary, and that then conferences 
of two or more socie.ies or their representatives should 
be held. 

In conclusion, I would desire it to be clearly under- 
stood that what has been said is in no way incompatible 
with a lively recognition of the past and present good 
works of the veterinary societies of the United King- 
dom. It has been said in the full conviction that those 
good works, great as they have been in the past, and far- 
reaching as they are in the present, might, in the future, 
be greater and of wider scope with the ampler facilities 
arising out of co-operation and unity. 





Mr. Peter WILSON moved a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for his very able presidential address. He 
was sure it was the wish of everyone present that the 
address should be | nee in all the veterinary 
papers so that it might have a chance of being read by 
every member of the profession, and so that it might be 
ata discussed. He hoped the address would bear 
rit. 

he PRESIDENT moved the following motion :—“ That 
this Society is in favour of the principle of amalgama 
tion of Veterinary Societies, and that a circular letter 
be sent to the Veterinary Societies of the United King- 
dom asking for an expression of their views.” 

He said the motion clearly arose out of the remarks he 
had made in his address. He did not think he need 
advance any arguments in support of the motion, be- 
cause from the wording of it, it would seem that it in- 
volved a broad general principle, and did not commit 
the Society to anything in the way of detail. 

The SecrETARY seconded the motion. 

Mr. RuTHERFORD said that if the Society were to 
agree to the implied bargain and were to be guided by 
the verdict of a majority of the societies as represented 
by the National Society, then a little Society like theirs, 
with all the others against them, would be in Queer 
Street in another big fight such as that in which they 
had just been engaged. Though they were a small 
Society they were a strong one, and they had won 
their battle so far. If they had been in the position of 
being amalgamated with the other societies they would 





have felt that they were compelled to go with them. 
Now, he had sufficient independence of character not to 
be forced to go with anyone, and it was the same with 
societies. It would be advisable to keep by themselves 
as long as they could, but the principle of the thing 
was well enough. Unity was strength, and the pro- 
posal would be none the worse for being well discussed. 
He had no doubt there were many advantages to be 
derived from amalgamation. He thovght the greatest 
advantage which would result would be to cut down the 
growth of empiricism which was rampant in England. 
ny in Scotland they were not much troubled 
with it. 

Mr. Beca said he would like to say how pleased he 
was to be present for the first time at a meeting of that 
Society. He had had many communications fiom their 
enthusiastic Secretary, and he could assure them the 
Secretary had practically got him to attend that day. 
He hoped the difficulty in getting him to attend that day 
would not be an earnest of the difficulties there would 
be in the amalgamation which the President had 
spoken of. A very large principle was involved in the 
motion, and it would be unwise of them to commit 
themselves without reading and studying at home the 
details in the President’s address. There was no doubt 
that the individuality of the different societies might 
be lost by amalgamation. If the broad principle enun- 
ciated by the President were tu obtain for a lew years 
it might get so strong that it might be able to force the 
hand of the Council unduly at any time. It would be 
a good thing if they had a central authority which could 
receive money and distribute it to the daughter Socie- 
ties. Such an authority would make them able to fight 
any question. It would be akind of “ Utopia Limited” 
if it were properly set going, but he would not like to 
give his own personal opinion without studying the pro- 
posal more fully. If it were sent to his Suciety it would 
come before the next meeting which might be held 
earlier than usual for the purpose of discussing it. If 
the proposal hnng fire it would lose half its influence. 

The Secretary said the principle of the proposals 
which had been brought forward by the President bad 
his hearty support, because there was no more divided 
profession than the veterinary profession. Their motto, 
“Unity is Strength,” was a motto only, and was not 
carried into effect at all in professional matters. Refer- 
ring to Mr. Rutherford’s remarks, he said he did not 
think that amalgamation would crush out the indivi- 
duality of the different societies. Amalgamation would 
not hinder each society from taking a detinite stand 
and course of its own as had been dune in connection 
with the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill. Even 
though each of the existing societies became a branch of 
a large societiy that woul! not commit each branch to 
the policy of the central body on all matters, but if 
they were united in one body which represented the 
whole profession they would have tremendous strength 
in many matters of professional importance. Public 
Health questions were largely to the front at present, and 
the veterinary surgeon was asking for greater recogni- 
tion, and to be granted the place which was bis due. 
He felt that if they bad a society representing the whole 
profession it would give them a power in these matters 
which they did not at the present time possess, There 
were many other advantages in union. It would place 
their National Association on a better and stronger 
footing, making its meetings of greater value to a larger 
number and extending its influence in all matters apper- 
taining to the profession as a whole. He had great 
pleasure in supporting the proposal. It did not commit 
them to any definite scheme ; the general principle must 
be accepted before they could consider details. This 
motion should go forward to the profession and the 





different societies should be asked their views. If they 
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agreed to the principle a scheme could be drafted for 
consideration and details be arranged and worked out 
at a later stage. 

The PRESIDENT said he could readily appreciate the 
diffidence with which the society would support his 
motion, because the details could not have been 
thoroughly grasped by listening to a paper. One 
required to see the proposal in print and to take it into 
careful consideration. That was the reason why the 
motion was in general terms. It was only the principle 
that the society need support and not necessarily the 
details. He thought Mr. Rutherford hardly appreciated 
the fact that the existing societies would not lose their 
individuailty or any of their strength because, according 
to the scheme which had been sketched, all the Scottish 
Societies would be banded together in one branch, and 
that branch would have its work as well as the individual 
societies. The scheme did not make for weakness, but 
rather for additional strength. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 


SOME RECENT WORK ON TICKS. 
By J. H. Asuwortn, Esq., D.Sc. 


In speaking of some recent work on ticks Dr. Ash- 
worth directed special attention to the observations of 
Cristophers in Madras, on the life cycle of Badesia 
(Piroplasma) canis in the dog tick (Rhipicephalus sdn- 
guineus). He pointed out that in 1893 Smith and 
Kilborne concluded, as a result of their observations on 
Texas Fever in relation to the tick Rhipicephalus 
(Boophilus) annulatus, that the disease was conveyed 
from an infected cow to others, not by the same tick 
which had sucked the infected blood, but by its progeny, 
a conclusion which has been confirmed by other workers 
on Piroplasmosis in cattle and certain other animals, 
but the cycle of changes undergone by the protozoon in 
the tick was unknown until the publication of Christo- 
phers’ recent observations. (See “Scientific Memoirs 
Government of India, No. 29.”) 

The tick which is found associated with redwater in 
this country is Zrodes ricinus, but although there can 
be little doubt that this tick conveys the organism 
which produces the disease there has been no definite 
proof of this, such as Christophers has been able to 
provide in the case of P. canis in Madras.* 

The speaker briefly traced the various stages of 
development of ticks such as Ixodes from the egg 
through the larva (with three pairs of legs but no 
spiracles or genital pore), the nymph (with four pairs 
of legs and a pair of spiracles but no genital pore), to 
the adult (which has four pairs of legs, a pair of spiracles 
and a genital pore). Reference was made to the long 
period which may elapse in the colder portion of the 
year between the laying of the eggs and the appearance 
of the larvw, the speaker stating that eggs laid by 
Ixodes ricinus in his Jaboratory in Sept., 1907, did not 
hatch till June, 1908. Mention was also made of the 
hardiness of ticks, the larve forinstance being able to 
survive a long time without food. 

The internal changes taking place in ticks as observed 
by Christophers in the Madras dog tick were then des- 





* A paper by Stockman in The Journal of Comparative 
Pathology and Therapeutics, xx)., p. 225, has since reached 
me in which it is shown that another tick, Hemaphysulis 
punctata, is also associated with redwater in cattle in this 
country. Young adults, produced on moultiag of nymphs 
which had been fed on an infected cow, were placed on two 
healthy cattle, beth of which were later found to have be- 
come infected. Other experiments were made to ascertain 
if the infection passes through the eggs of Ixodes and 
Hemaphysalis to the young, but hitherto the results have 
been negative. 


! 





cribed. Christophers has shown that in the early 
stages the larva consists to a large extent of un- 
differentiated cells, which later become transformed 
some into muscle cells, others into gland cells, ete. 
He has traced the formation of the salivary glands, 
ointing out that the salivary ducts which appear early 
om at first few salivary cells associated with them, but 
later other cells are added from the undifferentiated 
tissue. In the nymphal stage still more salivary cells 
are added, and in the final change to the adult a con- 
siderable amount of the undifferentiated tissue about 
the bases of the legs is converted into salivary tissue. 
There is thus a considerable chance of any particular 
cell of the originally undifferentiated tissue finally be- 
coming a salivary cell. 

When the adult tick sucks the blood of a dog infected 
with P. canis, the protozoa so taken into the gut of the 
tick increase in size and later become club-shaped, in 
which condition they leave the gut and are found in 
great numbers about the ovaries and oviducts and in 
the eggs, and are thus carried over into the new genera- 
tion. Various stages of the parasites have been found 
by Christophers in tissue preparations of nymphs and 
adults from such infected eggs. The parasite, after 
growing to a considerable size eventually divides into 
ininute sporozoites, which become distributed through 
the undifferentiated tissue above referred to, and thus 
some of them come to lie in the salivary cells of the 
nymph and adult, where Christophers found them, they 
are then very similar in shape and size to the examples 
of P. canis as seen in the blood of the dog. From their 
position in the salivary cells it is easy to see how they 
can be transmitted to a new host. Some similar life- 
cycle with slight modifications may be found -to hold 
for P. bovis in cattle ticks, for it isa common experience 
to find in the case of American cattle fever or redwater 
that the animals become infected shortly after young 
ticks are seen upon them. Christophers’ work shows 
that the nymphs and very young adults are to be re 
garded with special suspicion as the transmitters of the 
infecting organism. 


Mr. HENDERSON said he had listened with much 
pleasure to Dr. Ashworth’s paper. He wished to ask 
whether the larval forms transmitted the organisms, and 
if there was any way of getting rid of the infection on a 
pasture. It occurred to him that the ticks might be 
destroyed if it were possible to burn the grass. In 
America, during the fall the pasture dried, and it could 
easily be burned, but in this country it was not so easily 
done. It did not injure the pasture to to have it 
burned and the ticks might be removed in that way. 

Dr. ASHWoRTH said he did not know that there was 
any proof that the larval forms transmitted the organ- 
isms. So far as one could gather from Christophers’ 
account, the cycle of changes in the parasite necessary 
before transmission could take place had not then ad- 
vanced far enough. The clearing of a pasture was a 
difficult matter. The Americans had devoted a large 
amount of attention to it. If adult ticks were present 
on a pasture there would be larve in the ieliesinn 
June, which in the light of Christophers’ work might 
be liable to pass on the infection to cattle. The only 
way was to move the cattle away and put them on to 
some other pasture. Another suggestion was to keep 
down the rank herbage as much as possible, but that was 
not sufficient to clear the ground of these hardy little 
creatures. It was extremely difficult to deal with these 
small creatures, and he was afraid he could not answer 
the question very satisfactorily. 

Mr. Witson said he felt much indebted to Dr. 
Ashworth for giving them his able and lucid address. 
It had been very interesting, he had enjoyed it very 
much, and felt fully repaid for coming to Edinburgh to 
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hear it. As to the frequency of red water in cattle in 
Scotland, he had only seen three cases since he qualified 
and these occurred in the spring, about two years ago. 
These three cases happened in Lanarkshire, after the 
animals had been tied up the whole winter. He had 
examined those cattle for ticks day by day on the chance 
of finding the larva or the tick, but he could not find the 
least sign of ticks on the farms. The cases were 
separated from each other by two miles. He was fortunate 
in getting two recoveries, but the third case died, it was 
almost in extremis when he saw it. Red water was not 
at all common round Lanark district. He had most 
frequently seen ticks on ferrets, on the backs of their 
heads and necks, and on small dogs, especially those that 
were fond of hunting and burrowing in rabbit holes. 
They picked them up in rabbit warrens more than in 
other places. The best way of destroying them in 
ferrets was to put a little creasote on to each tick, they 
would then shrivel up and drop off in a day or two. 

Dr. AsHwortTH said the tick referred to would 
probably be Ixodes hexagonus. It was worthy of note 
that the piroplasma of dogs and cattle were different 
organisms, dogs were refractory to P. bovis, so that ticks 
from infected cattle could not convey the parasites 
to dogs. 

Mr. BeGG said two cases of red water in the year was 
as many as he had, and he, until recently, looked on it 
as a disease occurring three or four weeks after calving. 
It was only within the last year or two that a tick had 
been looked on as the cause of the disease. He had not 
had a case for nine or ten months, and he treated them 
ia the usual way. Usually his cases did well enough. 
He thanked Dr. Ashworth for his paper. 

Mr. ANDERSON said that he had great difficulty in 
finding ticks in his part of the country. He wished to 
ask if an ordinary microscope in ordinary hands would 
be of much use in finding the piroplasma. 

Dr. ASHWoRTH said that if the animal had anything 
like a bad attack of red water the parasites should be 
found with the aid of a good immersion lens. A dry 
film should be taken and stained with Leishman’s stain. 

The Secretary briefly referred to a paper by Mr. 
Stockman, of the Board of Agriculture, which he had 
read recently, in which Mr. Stockman showed the possi- 
bility of transmitting English redwater from diseased to 
healthy animals. He was not quite certain of the par- 
ticulars, but he thought that the piroplasma were trans- 
mitted by young adults which had been fed as nymphs 
on infected animals. The tick used in the experiments 
was the Hemaphysalis punctata ; larvee, nymphs and 
adults had been fed on infected animals, but success in 
transmitting the disease had only foll»wed with young 
adults which had been fed as nymphs. With reference 
to infected pasture, cattle should be removed from it, but 
sheep might safely be pastured on it. This did not get 
rid of the ticks, but sheep were refractory to the P. bovis, 
and in the course of two or three generations of the 
ticks the parasite of the disease would have died ont, 
and cattle, if clean, could safely be put back on to the 
pasture. Assuming that naturally contracted English 
redwater was the result of infection by a tick, it would 
seem that the piroplasma had a much lower vitality in 
this country that it had in other countries, for one did 
not find redwater running through a herd of cattle in 
the way it did in some of our colonies and in America. 
A very interesting point in the life history of the P. canis 
as explained by Dr. Ashworth, was the proof of the 
transmission of a disease-causing parasite from one 
generation to the next through the egg. The parasite 
was taken in by an adult tick, it entered the germ cell 
and was passed on to the larva, and had completed its 
life history by the time its host bad reached maturity. 
Some of Bd diseases caused by piroplasma were trans- 
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mitted by the larva, some by nymphs, and others by 
adult ticks, he presumed this would be due to differ- 
ences 1n the life cycle of the parasites. In one case the 
evolution of the parasite was complete at the larval stage 
of the tick, and not until the tick had become an adult 
in another. On behalf of the Society he wished to 
move a vote of thanks to Dr. Ashworth for his very 
interesting address. 

The PRESIDENT said it gave him great pleasure to 
convey the vote of thanks to Dr. Ashworth. It was 
distinctly of advantage to a Society such as theirs to 
get some one to lecture occasionally— someone who was 
not a veterinary surgeon, because doing so gave a wider 
view to many professional problems, principally those 
that were wrapped up in biology. They were especially 
grateful to Dr. Ashworth for his address. (Applause). 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 
meeting. 


The annual dinner was held after the meeting in the 
Princes Street Station Hotel. A large company sat 
down, and the guests included Dr. Ashworth, C. E. 
Price, Esq., M.P., Dr. R. Stewart Macdougall and others. 
A most enjoyable evening was brought toa close with 
the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

A. Gorton, Hon. Sec. 


The Veterinary Conference at Pretoria. 


General Botha performed an important service to all 
South Africa when he suggested the holding of a South 
African Veterinary Conference at Pretoria. The inau- 
gural meeting on Tues., Jan. 12, which was attended by 
delegates from ail parts of the sub-continent—even Mada- 
gascar and the Congo were represented—emphasised 
the importance of the gathering. The statesmanlike 
address of the Attorney-General drove home once more 
the point that in these colonies united action is essential 
to success. As with locust destruction, so with the 
scourges which have handicapped South Africa for 
years. It is little nse one colony spending money and 
wasting energy when at any moment the apathy of a 
neighbour may render all the effort. practically. valueless. 
The slackness of Natal in dealing with East Coast fever 
is an example, and it is satisfactory to find that the 
Conference boldly pointed out the danger to which the 
rest of South Africa is exposed by the inability of Natal 
to grapple with the evil. Nothing keeps South Africa 
back more than animal diseases, and no matter at what 
expense, or what temporary inconvenience to the farmers, 
the problem must be tackled in earnest. Mr. De 
Villiers called attention to the immense strides made. by 
the mining industry. That progress had been due toa 
bold policy. The mining men ran great risks. They 
went ahead in the face of dismal prophecies, and they 
succeeded. With asimilar policy in agricultural matters 
we believe we shall see the expansion which Mr. De 
Villiers anticipates. But the foundation upon which to 
build must be the eradication of disease. The Veteri- 
nary Conference in Pretoria is therefore one of the most 
important gatherings this country has seen. It -is 
thoroughly practical. It consists of experts, and the 
decisions arrived at must be of the greatest moment to 
South Africa. Everyone will wish the Conference 
success and hope that the finding of improved schemes 
for fighting disease will be the outcome of the meeting 
—schemes which the different Governments ought to 
act upon, whatever the cost involved may be.—Rand 
Daily Mail (Johannesburg). 
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‘DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Parasitic Mange. 








Feb. 16, 1909. Outbreaks. 

IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 6 | _ 4 4 7 a” 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 10, 1969 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Irfection 





Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 
VETERINARY SURGEON OR FARRIER. 


At the Todmorden Petty Sessions on Thursday, the 
llth inst., betore His Worship the Mayor and other 
magistrates, Charles Henry Greenlees, of Crescent 
Forge, was summoned for contravening the provisions 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 by having 
exhibited on his business premises a certain notice or 


sign with the words “Veterinary Establishment and | 


Shoeing Forge.” 
Captain J.J. Gledhill was solicitor for the defendant, 
and put in 4 plea of not guilty. 
fr. J. O. Sager, solicitor, said in this case he had to 
appear in the so:newhat singula: réle of informant and 
advocate. Proceeding to explain the case, he said that 





on 17th October last, he received a communication fron | 


Mr. Thatcher, solicitor to the Royal Cullege of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, requesting him to inspect the defendant’s 
premises alung with a police officer. Subsequently he 
did so in company with Sergeant (now Inspector) 
Wrangham, and later he would state on oath what he 
found there. The present information was laid under 
Section 17 of the Act of 1881, which he read, and briefly 
it made it an offence for any person not duly qualified 
to act as a veterinary surgeon, to practise as such, or to 
hold himself forth by any advertisement or announce- 
ment as being qualified or entitled to practise in any 
branch of veterinary surgery, The maximum penalty 
prescribed for an offence against the section was £20 ; 
and it was laid down that the fact of a name being on 
the Register of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgevuns shou!d constitute proof of qualitication. The 
leading case under the section was that of the Royal 
College against Robinson, where it was held that the 





words “ Veterinary Forge” constituted such a descrip- 
tion as to bring the person using it under the law, and 
the Court ot Queen’s Bench directed the magistrates to 
convict. Mr. Sager submitted that the words used in 
the present instance—“ Veterinary Establishment and 
Shoeing Forge”—were more aggravated than those in 
the case he had just quoted, and he was sure it would 
be apparent to the Bench tbat the charge, if proved, 
was a most serious one, and one which ought to 

sternly marked. The practice of putting forward such 
misleading advertisements was, he was informed, getting 
more common, and his instructions were to ask the 
Court to impose the highest possible penalty in this case. 

Mr. Sager then went into the witress-box and was 
sworn. He said that he went to the defendant’s estab- 
lishment in the Rechdale Road on October 17th, 
accompanied by Inspector Wrangham, and there saw a 
“sign ” displayed in the window—on the window blind— 
“Veterinary Establishment and Shoeing Forge.” He 
Ht omen 8 received instructions from the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to lay the 
present information, and produced their authority, also 
the register of persons qualified to practise as veterinary 
surgeons. He bad searched the register, and defendant's 
did not appear there. 

Cross-examined : The “sign” was a very old one, but 
he could not say that the paint was so old that it was 
peeling off. He knew that the name of the defendant 
was Charles Henry Greenlees, and the “sign” was 
simply “ Greenlees.” Witness did not mean to say that 
he was misled into believing that defendant was a 
veterinary surgeon, but he did not kuow that he was not 
so until he examined the Register and did not find his 
name there. 
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Inspector Wrangham corroborated. The “sign” he 
said, was a wire blind, and he had known it ever since 
he came to Todmorden. 

Arthur Pickles, the Borough accountant, was then 
called by Mr Sager, and said he had paid accounts to 
defendant for Corporation horses being shod and 
attended to. i ; 

Captain Gledhill strongly protested against the 
evidence of the witness being received, as irrelevant to 
the charge. 

Mr. Sager’s reply to this was that he felt bound also 
to prove that defendant had practised. 

Captain Gledhill said he could not admit that defen- 
dant had carried on a veterinary establishment. He 
bad a forge, and might have done such things as a far- 
rier generally did if something was wanted to a horse’s 
hoofs. He was prepared to admit that the blind had on 
the words mentioned. 

The examination of Mr. Pickles was not persisted in, 
and the case for the prosecution closed. 

Captain Gledhill said he had at the outset formally 
pleaded not guilty so as to have the rare opportunity 
which he could not resist of cross-examining his friend 
Mr. Sager on his first appearance as a private detective. 
(Langhter.) Now that he had closed his case, he was 
willing to withdraw the plea, and plead guilty to the 
charge. He was much surprised to hear his friend press 
the case so strongly, and say that the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons urged that the 
highest possible penalty should be inflicted. When the 
Bench had heard his explanation, he thought they 
would agree that there had been no more than a tech- 
nical offence committed. The business now carried 
on by the defendant and his brother was an old-estab- 
lished one, being carried on by their father Matthew 
Greenless, who died so long as 23 years ago. Matthew 

Freenlees was a fully qualified veterinary surgeon, as 
was his uncle who feunded the business. When 
Matthew Greenlees died he left a widow and several 
young children, of whom the defendant was one. Mrs. 
Greenlees continued the business to the time of her 
death four years ago, and during her lifetime it was ex- 
tended and the Rochdale Road forge started. The 
veterinary work connected with the business was for 
many years performed by Mr. Henry, veterinary sur- 
geon, of Rochdale, and later the cases were handed over 
to Mr. S. Cliffe, veterinary surgeon, of Todmorden. The 
result ultimately was that almost all the veterinary por- 
tion of the business was lost, and only the farrier’s 
business remained. 

Mr. Sager said he objected to this statement because 
he was prepared to have proved that the defendant had 
done some veterinary practice—had, in fact, carried on 
a “veterinary establishment.” 

Captain Gledhill said he was simply stating what were 
the facts, and repeated that there had only been a 
technical offence. 

Mr. Sager added, in regard to the reference to Mr. 
Cliffe, that if he had lent himself to any such proceed- 
ings as Mr. Gledhill stated, he wonld have rrndered 
himself liable to be dealt with under the regulations of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for assisting 
an unregistered practitioner. 

Captain Gledhill repeated that the veterinary practice 
had gone from the establishment as he had stated. He 
mentioned that his client was farrier-sergeant in the 
Duke of Lancaster’s Yeomanry, and a man not only 
of considerable experience amongst horses, but well- 
nown amongst registered practitioners. If objection 
had been taken to the “ sign,” defendant would at once 
have taken it down, as it had been no good to him. 

Since the summons, the “sign” had been removed, and 
defendant had given an assurance that he would neither 


veterinary work. It was simply an offence committed 
in ignorance of the law, and would not have occurred 
but that his father was qualified and left the business 
under the circumstances stated. He appealed to the 
justices to regard the offence as merely technical and to 
show leniency to his client. It had taken the Royal 
College nineteen years to find this out, but now that 
defendant’s attention had been drawn to it there would 
be no further cause of complaint, and would not have 
been even this cause if they had written to him. Until 
the summons was served, defendant did not know that 
he was committing any offence at all. 

The Bench retired, and on returning into Court, the 
Mayor said the decision was that the defendant must 
pay a fine of £1 and the costs, including advocate’s fee. 

Capt. Gledhill objected to any fee being allowed for 
the witness Pickles. 

The D+puty Clerk asked on what ground ? 

Capt. Gledhill: You ruled that his evidence was 
irrelevant. 

The Deputy Clerk : Oh, no. 

Capt. Gledhill then demurred to allowance being 
made to Mr. Sager both as witness and advocate. He 
did not object to the same allowance being made to 
him as for a constable 

Mr. Sager: As a detective. (Laughter). 

The Mayor said he would be allowed the usual ad 
vocate’s fee. 

Mr. Sager: A guinea ? 

Capt: Gledhill : No, half-a-guinea is the usual fee. 

Mr. Sager: But I was in Court not long ago when 
you got a guinea. 

The Bench decided that half-a-guinea was to be 
allowed. 

Mr. Sager: I’ll be a witness next time: as a pro 
fessional witness my fee would be two guineas. (Re 
newed laughter). 

The total of the fine and costs amounted to £3 1s. 
—The Todmorden Advertiser. 


Cornish Horse Deal—Veterinarians at 
Variance. 


In Plymouth County Court, Edwin Menhennick, 
farmer, Landrake, sued A. C. Renfree, farmer, Hatt, for 
£40. A jury was sworn. Mr. Percy Pearce for plain- 
tiff ; Mr. Elliot Square for defendant. 

Mr. Pearce explained that in June last the parties had 
a horse deal. Ina written agreement defendant agreed 
to sell a three-year-old gelding to plaintiff for £32, with 
liberty within fourteen days to have an examination by 
a veterinary surgeon. A certificate also stated that if it 
should be found that the horse was not sound defendant 
would take it back. The money was paid. After a 
short time plaintiff had it examined by Mr Collings, 
veterinary surgeon, of Plymouth, who certified it was 
three years old, had thoroughpins to both hocks, and was 
not sound. The horse was sent back to the defendant’s 
farm. Renfree wrote that it had been returned to the 
farm which was not his, it being his mother’s. It had 
been found, however, that defendant held the lease of 
the farm with his mother. The horse still remained at 
the farm. 

Plaintiff said when he told defendant what Mr. 
Collings said about the horse, Renfree described it as 
“ rot.” 

Jobn C. Collings, veterinary surgeon, cross-examined, 
said the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons disquali- 
fied stud horses and mares which bad thoroughpin, but 
not geldings. He believed the horse would become 
lame. 

The father of the plaintiff said when the deal was 
being made Renfree stated that the horse was perfectly 
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Frederick Hawke, miller, St. Germans, said he saw 
plaintiff driving the animal at Landrake. The horse was 
going stiff in both hind legs. On the hocks were swell- 
ings as large as bantam’s eggs. The horse was suffering 
from thoronghpin, and that to young animals caused 

pain. 
Richard Durdy, farmer, Landrake, also stated that the 
horse had a stiffness and a swelling of the hocks. 

THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. Square contended that thoroughpin was not un- 
soundness unless it led to lameness. 

Mr. P. G. Bond, veterinary surgeon, said when he 
examined the horse a few weeks ago it was quite sound. 
He particularly looked at the hocks, and there was noth- 
ing peculiar about them. They were very good. He 
found no unsoundness whatever in the animal. The 
horse was examined by him again that morning and there 
was no sign of thoroughpin. The Royal Agricultural 
Society of England had issued a sckedule, or certificate, 
of what they considered to be unsonndness in young 
horses, and thoroughpin was not included. It was un- 
usnal to treat a horse for thoroughpin. 

In cross-examination, he said he could not say the 
horse was not in the condition described by Mr. Collings 
at the time of the latter’s examination. 

Mr. Square said he was prepared to call a dozen wit- 
nesses who knew the horse, and who would say in their | 
opinion the animal was sound at different times. | 

His Honour: The condition of the horse on the day 
of sale is the real point. | 

The witnesses were not called, and Mr. Pearce address- | 
ed the jury. 

The jury in their verdict said that, relying on the evi- 
dence of Mr. Collings, they were of opinion that the 
horse was suffering from thoroughpin, and they thought 
thoroughpin was unsoundness. 

Mr. Square asked for leave to appeal. It had been 
laid down that unless thoroughpin amounted to lame- 
ness it was not unsoundness. 

His Honour put another question to the jury: Was| 
the thoronghpin on the 26th June, 1908, of such a 
character that if the horse was put to such reasonable | 
work as, having regard to its age, it was fit for, it pro- 
bably might have produced lameness. 

Mr. John White (foreman) said the jury found it difti- 
cult to answer the question. They still considered that | 
when Mr. Collings examined the horse it was snffe ring | 
from thoroughpin. The question put by his Honour 
was a difficult one for them to answer. 

His Honour said he would like an answer. 

The jury again discussed the question, and Mr. White | 
then announced that their answer was in the affirmative. 

Mr. Square : There isa doubt in their minds. 

His Honour: I don’t think so. 

Mr. Square : It isa great hardship upon the defendant. 
The horse is perfectly sound now. 

His Honour: [ cannot help that; the jury have 
decided. 

Mr. Pearce asked for judgment for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Square objected, and asked for a new trial, on 
the ground that evidence had been kept out for the pur- 
pose of shortening the proceedings. There were several 
witnesses in court who could give evidence. Two of 
them examined the horse on July 15th, and it was then 
absolutely sound. 

His Honour was sorry if Mr Square had not called 
his evidence. He admitted that at the time he thought 
that kind of evidence, as to having seen the animal since 
June 26th, would not very materially assist the jury. 
The verdict of the jury appeared to be conclusive. 

Mr. Square: My opinion is that the verdict of the 
jury is against the weight of evidence. 

His Honour said he must say he should not have | 


| for internal use.” 





| arrived at the same conclusion the jury had ; but it was 
no business of his to say that the jury were. wrong, 

Mr. Square asked that he should be allowed to re- open 
the case at the next Court. 

His Honour said as the jury had decided the matter, 
he must refuse to reopen the case. There would be 
judgment for plaintiff for the £32 and costs. 





Spirit Act, 1880—Methylated Liniment of 
Iodine. 


On January 29, before His Honour Judge Drummond, 
K.C., the Inland Revenue Authorities appealed against 
a decision of the magistrates at the local Petty Sessions 
dismissing a prosecution, instituted by the Board of 
Inland Revenue, against Mr. John James Gamble, 
L.PS.L, Bailieborough, for having used methylated 
spirits instead of duty paid spirits in the preparation of 
an article which could be used as a medicine. Appel- 
lants said the summons had been brought in the first 
instance under Section 130 of the Spirit Act of —. 
under which no person was permitted to use S.V.M. 
the preparation of any article that could be used as a 
medicine. Mr. O’Brien, officer of Inland Revenue, 
purchased in the defe ‘ndant’s pharmacy a bottle of 
liniment of iodine, which on being submitted to 
analysis in Somerset House, was found to contain 
methylated spirit as a_principal constituent, instead of 
the duty paid spirit. Methylated spirit was bought for 
2s. 6d. a gallon, but the spirit devel and _ which 
should be ‘used in the compounding of prescriptions 


| would cost from 25s. to 30s. a gallon. Proof would be 


| given that tincture of iodine, which was simply a diluted 
form, was a medicine, recognised in all the texts books 
of chemistry, and much used in particular cases. 

Mr. O’Brien, Inland Revenue Officer proved the 
purchase of the liniment. In cross- examination he 
, admitted the preparation was labelled “ poison,” and “not 
For the respondent it was stated the 
liniment was in constant use as a cattle rnb, and was 
never intended for human or internal use. 

His Honour said he considered the case a scandalous 


lone. Defendant used a condemned drug because he 
could make a huge profit out of it, and the public were 


to be poisoned and cheated for his profit. The case 


|should not be decided there, as it was of too great 


public importance. He would state a case for the 
Superior Court, if required. 

Respondent’s counsel said his client could not afford 
to pay the costs of the Superior Court, and the fine of 
£100 would spell ruin to him. Appellant’s counsel said 
ithe fine could be reduced to £25, and a proper repre- 
sentation to the Board of Inland Revenue might get a 
further reduction. His Honour adjourned the case to 
Cootehill for judgment.— Pharmaceutical Journal, 





Veterinary Surgeons in Western Australia. 


Mr. Titus Lander writes from Western Ausiralia :- 

“The Government of Western Australia has decided 
to appoint for a start three veterinary surgeons in con- 
nection with the dairy herds inspections at a salary of 
£300 per annum, and an allowance of £150 for the year. 
These men will be stationed in different centres of the 
State, and the first three men no doubt to take up this 
appointment will be Fred. Crossley, late of Yorkshire ; 
Chas. Syrett, late of Ealing; and W. P. Begg, late 
of West Kilbride ; these three men arrived in Western 
Australia during the early part of 1907. Now that these 
men will no doubt go into Government employ, it leaves 
the door open for a few more young, sober, and pushing 
men from our Colleges to come out and try their luck in 
this young and promising State. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN VETERINARY CONGRESS. 


The Veterinary Congress, which has been extended 
with this (its third) sitting to one embracing Africa 
nearly »s far as the equator, including Madagascar, was 
opened by the Attorney-General in the Executive 
Council Chamber at Government Buildings, Pretoria, on 
Wednesday, January 13. The Council has a long and 
comprehensive agenda betore it. 

The following is a list of the delegates :—M. Bertolotti 
(Congo), M. Carrougeau (Madagascar), Mr. Viney (Basu- 
toland), Mr. Henning (German West Africa), Mr. Grist 
(O.R.C.), Mr. Conacher and Mr. Barrett (Mozambique), 
Mr. Sinclair (Rhodesia), Mr. Power (Natal), Mr. Elder 
(Swaziland), Mr. Borthwick and Mr. Robinson (Cape 
Colony), Mr. Chase (Bechuanaland), Dr. Theiler and Mr. 
Gray ‘Transvaal), Col. Blenkinsop (P.V.O., Imperial 
Forces, South Africa), and Mr. Montgomery (Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine), Dr. Gough of the Bac- 
teriological [ostitute, acts as secretary. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (the Hon. J. de Villiers) said 
that as the only member of the Transvaal Government 
present in the Transvaal at the present time it gave him 
the greatest pleasure to bid alla hearty welcome, and 
especially those delegates who came from beyond the 
British Colonies. It was a matter of regret to him that 
the Premier, General Botha, who was responsible for 
convening the conference, was not able to be present, 
because he thought it would have been particularly 
happy if General Botha, who had conceived the idea of 
what he might calla Pan-African Veterinary Conference, 
cuuld have been there to preside over it. This was the 
first conference to which had been invited not only 
members of British States, but also delegates from most 
of the countries and States of Africa. It was a matter 
of regret that the time had been unavoidably too short 
for many of the delegates invited to attend. He had 
therefore not the pleasure of welcoming delegates from 
Egypt, Nigeria, and the north of Africa as he had anti- 
cipated. But he gave a hearty welcome also to delegates 
from Madagascar, German West Africa, and the Belgian 
Congo. It marked an epoch in the life of South Africa 
when delegates from all these different countries could 
meet together to discuss subjects all important for the 
rest of South Africa. Past experience had taught them 
that it was hopeless for States to fight diseases separately. 
There was only one way of doing it, and that was by 
combining ; it was not sufficient for them in South 
Africa to combine : they must try to rope in all the rest 
of Africa, because the microbe knew no boundaries, and 
unless they took the whole of Africa in their survey 
they would not succeed in exterminating the diseases as 
they hoped to do. It was therefore a very great thing 
to have a conference of that nature, because it would 
afford the delegates an opportunity of interchanging 
views and experiences ; it was well-known in scientific 
circles that what was an elementary scientific fact to one 
man was unknown to another man at all. 


Souto AFRICAN VETERINARY Laws. 


Referring to the agenda, the Attorney-General drew 
particular attention to the item which dealt with the 
training of colonial veterinary surgeons. There was no 
doubt, he said, that in order to combat the diseases 
peculiar to Africa they wanted the knowledge and ex- 
perience of people who had lived in the country. It 
was not sufficient for a young veterinary surgeon to be 
trained in the best schools of Europe and America, but 
it was desirable that he should devote some time to 
learning the facts and experience which had been 
accumulated in this country. Referring to the new 
Bacteriological Institute shortly to be opened, he said it 
was at that institute that the Transvaal Government, 


continue to investigate the origin of obscure animal 
diseases, and the knowledge which they might acquire 
there would not be for the benefit of the Transvaal only, 
but for the benefit of the whole of Africa. For that 
reason he knew that the conference would give it their 
whole hearted support, and he expressed the hope that 
in other portions of the continent similar bacteriological 
institutions would arise which would also be devoted to 
the investigation of the origin of diseases of the coun 

try. On the subject of veterinary surveys, which was 
also on the agenda, one did not want to be a specialist 
to know that if there were parts of South Africa where 
there were no available staffs for enquiry into the origin 
of diseases it would be a great advantage if veterinary 
surveys could be started either from the colonies or from 
Europe to go to those parts and make fullest enquiry 
and investigation. Continuing, he said that if there was 
one thing which they should foster in this country it was 
the agricultural and the farming industry. Their record 
as regards mining was well known. Everybody knew 
what they had done, and still intended to do, for the 
great mining industry ; but they should not lose sight 
of the enormous possibilities of the farming and agri 

cultural industry, not only in this country but in South 
Africa as a whole. As they had seen during the last 
quarter of a century a great development in mining in 
this country, so he predicted during the first quarter or 
half of the present century an equally remarkable 
development in the farming and agricultural industry in 
the Transvaal. That wasa permanent industry, because 
it gave rise to other industries, and as such the Govern- 
ment of the Transvaal was determined to foster it in 
every way possible. In conclusion, he again welcomed 
the delegates heartily, expressing the hope that their 
deliberations would be crowned with success. (Ap 

plause ) 

Mr. Bortuwick (Cape Colony) returned thanks on 
behalf of the conference to the Attorney-General for his 
welcome and for the words he had spoken to them. He 
was certain that the conference would enter upon its 
work confident of trying to obtain the best results not 
only from the various States from which they came but 
for the whole of South Africa. (Hear, hear.) 

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL then withdrew, 

Mr. Bortuwick, P.V.S., of the Cape Colony, was pro 
posed to the chair, but withdrew in favour of Mr. Gray, 
P.V.S., Transvaal. 

East Coast Fever. 

East Coast Fever was taken first under the heading of 
proclaimed diseases, 

Mr. Stnciarr, P.V.S., of Rhodesia, said the position 
in Rhodesia was distinctly favourable. Recently there 
had been only one serious outbreak, in the Umtali dis- 
trict. The outbreak was over a confined area, and the 
infected cattle had been sleughtered and the area was 
being well guarded. The whole of Rhodesia, with the 
exception of Umtali, was clear. In sketching the com- 
bative measures taken, he laid stress on the rigour of 
the policing measures and the success of removals of 
cattle from infected veld. In reply to the Natal dele- 
gate on the subject of the efficacy of dipping, Mr. Sin- 
clair said the only places where dipping was vigorously 
enforced were the town commonages ; he was no keen 
advocate of dipping. 

Mr. Power (Natal) in answer to requests, gave a 
summary of the position in Natal, which he said could 
hardly be worse. Nearly every district in the Colony 
was infected: the whole of Zululand was overrun, and 
so were most of the locations. The latter were mostly 
unfenced, and some had as many as 50,000 cattle, and in 
them and in Zululand practically nothing had been 
done ; cattle had been carried off in some instances in 
troops, and re-stocking of infected areas had been carried 
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had opportunities tu die out. The control of affairs bad 
been vested since last March entirely in the local com- 
mittees, to whom the veterinary department could »nly 
give advice, which in nine cases out of ten was not taken. 
There were in some instances several committees in one 
district, and unfortunately there was no organised policy 
in Natal for dealing with the disease. 

Mr. ConacHer, in reply to the Chairman, dealt 
with Portugese East Africa. As it was only seven 
months since veterinary control had been instituted 
there, he could give no definite account of affairs in the 
north of the Province. In the south the problem had 
been tackled. Here there were two infected areas ; in 
one, in the neighbourhood of the Inkomati River, near 
Lourenco Marques, the cattle had been slaughtered, and 
he hoped the disease would be stamped out here. In the 
second, in Gazaland, the cattle mainly belonged to 
natives ; the locality was a long way from the railway, 
but it was hoped that river transport would be available 
soon, when the animals in threatened areas could be sent 
away for slaughter. All transport had been stopped, 
and other regulations put in force, the machinery being 
the district administrators and the native police under 
them. 

SWAZILAND AND TRANSVAAL. 


In Swaziland Mr. Elder reported that there had been 
i great difficulty in getting the natives to understand 
the regula:ions. The only area still actively infected 
was one about ten miles square, the other parts of the 
territory having been free for about six months. 

Mr. Gray said the position in the Transvaal was dis- 
tinctly hopeful, and it was hoped before long to confine 
the disease to the north-west section of the colony. The 
areas still infected were Zoutspanberg, Eastern Water- 
berg, Northern Middelburg and sinall areas in Lyden- 
burg, Carolina, Piet Retief and the Rustenburg District. 
Attention had of late been devoted mainly to the west- 
ern area, where the stamping-out process had _ been 
applied ; 2.000 cattle bad been slaughtered in Rusten- 
burg, and at Zanddrift 700 were gradually being drafted 
away and destroyed, and when this had been done the 
nearest centre of infection to the Cape Colony would be 
the Eastern Waterberg. In Sekukuniland a policy of 
concentrating and guarding cattle was in operation, and 
elsewhere the fencing of infected farms had been carried 
out extensively. In Piet Retief a belt of farms had been 
fenced off as a buffer zone between the infected area and 
the clean districts adjoining, and in Zoutpansberg the 
disease was being gradually confined. During the past 

ear no clean district had been infected, and in no case 

ad the disease jumped across a clean area. The 

reater number of outbreaks had occurred in Zoutpans- 

rg and Eastern Waterberg, and were mostly on farms 
which had already been under suspicion. 

Answering questions, Mr. Gray said the Department, 
though they had not unlimited funds, had been well 
supported by the Government, and had been able to 
carry out the fencing law. He did not regard dipping 
as effective in practice, and it had not been carried out 
in the Transvaal since he had been there. 

A general discussion on the combating of the disease 
followed. During this the subject of the supposed free- 
dom of the High Veld was raised. Dr. Theiler said 
experiments had been carried out which showed that 
the ticks found on the highest parts of the country 
carried the disease under certain circumstances, and 
that cold did not deprive them of the power, though it 
might retard it. Mr. Gray pointed out that they had 
had cattle dying in the Witwatersrand district, one of 
the highest in the Transvaal, in mid-winter. The 
disease might not spread so rapidly or have such a long 
life on the high veld, but they would be very ill-advised 
to accept any theory it would not live there. 


Uol. BLENKLNSOP mentioned that in the event of a 
military expedition becoming necessary in territory 
affected by East Coast fever it would probably be 
proposed to work cattle transport in zones so as to 
avoid so far as possible the dissemination of the disease. 

Dr. THEILER dealt with points raised in the discuss- 
ion, such as the efficacy of a single fence, and the possi- 
bility of the conveyance of infected ticks by animals 
other than cattle. Experimentally he said the latter 
and the conveyance across a fence were quite possible, 
and the reason that these and similar contingencies 
had proved absent in practice was that the ticks seldom 
remained long on an animal without biting, and after 
biting once were deprived of the power of infection, so 
that the danger of conveyance was practically confined 
to cattle. 

The various delegates then detailed the measures at 
present in force in their Colonies to eradicate and pre 
vent the introduction of Fast Coast fever. Ln the Cape 
Colony, Bechuanaland, the Congo, and German West 
Africa, where East Coast Fever does not yet exist, care- 
ful safeguarding measures had been taken, more especi- 
ally in the two former Colonies, and these were fully 
described. Madagascar is also free, but there as else- 
where the importation of cattle and hay and forage from 
infected countries had been prohibited. 

Mr. SINCLAIR summarised the position in the words 
that in Rhodesia and the Transvaal they had the disease 
under control, and were in sight of eradication, but 
that in Natal they had a source of this danger in regard 
to which a policy of drift was being pursued. He pro 
posed the following resolution :— 

“That this Conference views with great alarm the 
continued spread of East Cost fever in Natal to fresh 
centres, which points to a want of proper control, and 
would urge the desirability of more stringent measures 
being adopted to prevent its further spread and for its 
eradication in areas now infected. Further, this Con 
ference is of opinion that for the control and eradica 
tion of this disease thorough veterinary control is 
essential, and that this should be vested in a central 
authority.” 

Mr. HENNING seconded. 


The suggestion was made that Natal would require 
financial assistance from other Colonies in order to cope 
with the state of affuirs there. The Natal representa 
tive said applications for contributions towards the ex- 
pense of the work had been made some time ago to the 
other South African Governments, but with no result. 
The Chairman pointed to a resolution of a former Con 
ference, which had advised general co-operation for the 
stamping-out of the disease, and that had this advice 
been acted on by the South African Governments eradi- 
cation by the means indicated would have cost less than 
the expense of controlling which had been incurred 
since. Dr. Theiler moved :— 

“This Conference, after considering the report of the 
Natal delegates regarding the position of that Colony 
in respect of East Coast fever, isof opinion that in the 
task of eradicating in that Colony, Natal should receive 
the assistance of the other South African Governments, 
as otherwise that Colony will remain a source of danger 
to the whole of South Africa, and the maintenance of 
protective measures will otherwise cost more than the 
immediate eradication of the disease.” 

Mr. HENNING seconded, and in decided but reserved 
terms, said Natal had not done its duty in this matter, 
and was now suffering from its failure to take advan- 
tage of scientific advice. 

Mr. Grist seconded the resolution. 

Both resolutions were passed, and the Congress ad- 
journed till after lunch. 





(T'o be continued.) 
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a Action by a Medical Man for Libel. 
: At Ipswich on January 22nd, before Mr. Justice 
0 Lawrence and a special jury, the case of “ Macleod v. 


; Mullock and Another” was tried. 

Mr. F. E. Smith, K.C., and Mr. E. W. Hansell ap- 
peared for the plaintiff ; and Mr. Hohler, K.C., and Mr. 
fk. E. Wild for the defendants; Mr. H. C. Dickens 
watched the proceedings on behalf of the British Medi- 
cd Association. 

Mr. F. E. Smith said that this was an action for libel. 
The plaintiff, a medical practitioner, came, in March, 
1907, to settle in Southwold, where the two defendants, 
Dr. Mullock and Dr. Tripp, were already in practice. In 
| May, 1908, Dr. Mullock, acting on bis own behalf and 

on that of Dr. Tripp, wrote to Dr. Tyson, the honorary 
secretary of the local division of the British Medical 
Association, of which the defendants, and not the 
plaintiff, were members, making certain specific charges 
of “touting” and other serious breaches of professional 
etiquette. and asking for the advice of the Divisional 
Ethical Committee on the matter. Dr. Tyson, having 
consnited his committee and having received a tele- 
phonic communication from the defendants leaving the 
matter in his hands, communicated by letter with the 
plaintiff, specifically indicating the charges which the 
defendants had made against him and offering the arbi- 
trament of the British Medical Association should he 
desire to offer any explanation. The plaintiff in 
answer wrote refuting the various charges made and ex- 
pressing a hope that the influence of the association 
might result in a retractation and apology by the defen- 
dan's, thouzh he did not admit its authority to decide 
such a serious matter. No apology being forthcoming, 
these proceedings were commenced. The defendants 
pleaded that the occasion was a privileged one. Mr. 
Smith described the attitude of the defendants through- 
out as being actuated by extreme malice towards the 
plaintiff, that they were annoyed at the competition in 
Southwold created by the plaintiff’s arrival, that they 
had revived charges in connection with circumstances 
-which they themselves had adinitted to be the result of 
a misunderstanding, that another charge preferred was 
disproved by evidence then in their possession, and that 
they did not accept the advice of the association to 
which they had appealed, which was to apologise before 
the matter could be brought intothe Courts. It further 
appeared that Dr. Mullock had, in a letter to the secre- 
tary of the Medical Defence Union repeated from hear- 
say other serious charges against the plaintiff for which 
there was no foundation whatever. 

Evidence by the plaintiff and other witnesses in sup- 
port of the opening having been given, Mr. Hobler sub- 
mitted that the occasion was privileged, whereupon Mr. 
F. E. Smith said he was quite satisfied to treat the 
oecasion as privileged and to submit the question of 
alice to the jury. 

The defendants both gave evidence, and said that they 
felt justified on the facts before them in guing to the 
British Medical Association for advice, and that they did 
not expect Dr. Tyson to communicate with the plaintiff. 
They denied the existence of any malice towards the 
plaintiff. They still believed the charges made to be 
true, but had not justified on the advice of their solici- 
tor, there not being sufficient legal proof of the facts 
alleged. 

The jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff with £300 
damages.—-7'he Times. 
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Personal. 
Mr. R. N. Lewss, V.S., has been made the recipient 
of a purse of sovereigns on the occasion of his leav- 
ing the district to take up an important appointment 






Star Hotel, and the company was presided over by Sir 
Frederick Dunbar. The Chairman, after congratulating 
Mr. Lewis on his appointment and wishing him all 
success in the future, called upon Mr. Squair, Kildruin- 
mie, to make the presentation. Mr. Squair, in handing 
over the gift, said that during his residence in the 
county Mr. Lewis had rendered splendid professional 
services to the Nairnshire farmers. They were sorry to 
lose his services, but they congratlated him on his ap 
pointment to the important position of V.S. for the 
County of Sutherland. Mr. Lewis, in reply, thanked 
his friends for their handsome present, and said that he 
would always look back with pleasure on his sojourn in 
Nairn.—Nairn Standard. 


According to ancient custom the newly-elected bailiffs 
of the town of Alcester attended Divine service at the 
Parish Church, on Sunday, 14th inst. The large congre 
gation present included the Marquis of Hertford (lord of 
the manor) and the Marchioness. The townsmen met 
the bailiffs at the Town Hall, where a procession was 
formed headed by the Victoria Band and the fire brigade, 
and proceeded to the church, where the service was con 
ducted by the Rector (the Rev. T. Jackson Chapman). 
The Marquis of Hertford joined the processionists on 
their return to the Town Hall, where the health of the 
High Bailitf (Mr. G. H. Barber, M.R.C.V.S.) was pro 
posed by the Rector. Mr. George Haines (steward of 
the manor) proposed the health of the lord of the manor, 
and the Marquis of Hertford responded.—-Birmingham 
Daily Mail. 


The continued popularity of Capt. Hayes’ books on 
horses is evidenced by the announcement of a second 
edition of his useful volume on “Stable Management 
and Exercise.” The revision has been carefully carried 
out by the widow of the author with the assistance of 
Col. Steele, late of the Indian Army. The new edition 
is about to be published by Messrs. Hurst and Blackett. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 15. 
ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
The undermentioned Lieutenants to be Captains : 


D. Macdonald, H. J. Holness, F.C. O'Rorke, T. A. 
Nicholas. Dated Feb. 6. 
Feb. 16. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNatracuep List. 
Vet.-Capt. Charles Hedworth Golledge from the 


Dorset (Queen’s Own) LY., to be Vet.-Capt., with pre 
cedence as in the Imperial Yeomanry. Dated April 1, 
1908. 

Vet.-Major George Elphick, from the Northuiuber 
land (Hussars) L.Y., to be Vet.-Major, with precedence 
as in the Iinperial Yeomanry. Dated April 1, 1908. 
Vet.-Lieut. John Lloyd Charles Jones, from the York 
shire Dragoons (Queen’s Own) L.Y., to be Vet.-Lieut., 
with precedence as in the Imperial Yeomanry. Dated 
April 1, 1908. 

Vet.-Lieut. Frederick Willian: Pawlett, from the York 
shire Hussars (Alexandra, Princess of Wales’ O vn) LY., 
to be Vet.-Lient., with precedence as in the Imperial 
Yeomanry. Dated April 1, 1908. 


OBITUARY. 
Tom Watson, M.R.C.V.S., Beverley. 


Graduated, New Edin ; July, 1887 
Death took place on Tuesday night, Feb. 9, at his 








in Sutherlandshire, The presentation took place in the 








residence in Railway Street, Beverley, aged 44 years 
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Mr. Watson, who had undergone a long and trying 
illness, held the appointment for many years past of 
Veterinary Inspector for the Borough of Beverley; in 
that capacity made a large circle of friends, with whom 
he was exceedingly popular, and much sympathy will 
be felt for his widow, who is left with a little danghter 
to mourn his loss. 

He was eldest son of Annie Elizabeth Watson, late of 
the Holderness Hotel, Beverley. Interment took place 
at St. Martin’s Cemetery, on Friday, Feb. 12. 

During his illness the duties of the office have been 
carried out by his locum tenens, Mr. Ruthven, 


M.R.C.V.S.—AHull News. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ON CLIENTS." 
Sir, 

I must offer you my sincere apologies for so soon again 
occupying your valuable space, but Mr. Wallis Hoare's 
letter is so opposed to my views that I hasten to write at 
once and offer a few criticisms on it. I sincerely hope that 
Mr. Wallis Hoare’s article ‘‘ perished in the writing,’ and 
that it will not appear in any daily paper for the public 
in general to read. I have not as yet ever heard of the 
medical profession lecturing or writing ‘‘on clients’’ in 
their medical journals. 

Mr. Wallis Hoare has the reputation of being a good 
practical man, and I conclude his article is based on exper- 
ience of his own clients. I venture to bring three chief 

ints to your notice. 

(1) Mr. Wallis Hoare advises the profession to agtee with 
everything their client says, whether they may think so or 
not. This depends of course on the veterinary s&rgeon’s 
own conscience. I, personally, never hesitate tosay whether 
I think a book is good or bad, and. whether it contains many 
mistakes. I hope you will pardon me if I relate a personal 
point in question One of the officers of this station asked 
me about six months ago why it was that horses suffered 
more frequently from ringbones in their hind legs than in 
their fore. I said it was just the opposite, viz., that horses 
suffered more frequently from ringbones in their forelegs 
than their hind. He then showed me line 8, page 148, of 
Hayes’ Veterinary Notes for Horse Owners (4th edition). 
I assured him that it was a misprint. Luckily for me, dur- 
ing the last six months about thirty horses in this station 
have been “cast '’ for ringbone, not one of which had it in 
their hind legs, which quite convinced the officer that 
Hayes’ book was wrong in that respect, anyway. If Mr. 
Wallis Hoare had been in a similar case, on first thoughts 
one might think that he would have found himeelf in 
rather a hole, but I have no doubt that he would have fully 
risen to the occasion and come out with flying colcurs. 

(2) Mr. Wallis Hoare seems to object to young officers 
buying Hayes’ or any other authors’ veterinary books. 
Surely everyone is at perfect liberty to buy any book on any 
subject. I have seen Prof. Axe’s new book in several 
messes. I consider it an excellent thing for a veterinary 
surgeon, whether in private practice or in the service, that 
their clients should read veterinary books, as it is a very 
safe way of insisting that the veterinary surgeon should 
keep up his book work, and also read up any new books 
which may come out and which he is very sure to be soon 
asked his opinion about. This I think applies especially to 
the Army Veterinary Corps, the more the O.C. and the 
officers of the unit may read, the more must the veterinary 
officer read. I know very well that there are others in the 
veterinary profession who hold the same opinions as Mr. 
Wallis Hoare, e.g., the late Professor of Medicine at the 
Royal Veterinary College, in his lectures to his pupils, was 
always warning us to be sure and never impart by any 
accident any knowledge to our clients. Even though Prof. 
Penberthy has 20 years experience behind him, I hope 
never to follow his advice on this subject at any rate 

(3) Mr. Wallis Hoare says that a veterinary surgeon 
outht never to give evidence in a Law Court against another 





veterinary surgeon. I think this remark is too absurd. [f 
I lived in London and could spare the time I would fre. 
quently and gladly give evidence on behalf of some of the 
poverty stricken men who are brought before a magistrate 
for some very minute cruelty case, and have no one to help 
them against usually an inspector, a solicitor, and not 
seldom an unscrupulous veterinary surgeon, who are against 
them.—Yours truly, Granam Rees-Mooce, A.V.C, 
R.A. Mess, Meerut, India. 
January 28 





‘MISPLACED PATRIOTISM,’ 
Sir, 

May I be permitted to express the hope that practitioners 
generally will not follow the advice offered in your current 
editorial. I, at least, should be extremely sorry to with. 
hold assistance from the Territorial Army simply because 
the conditions of service—either in that body or the regular 
forces—are not all that could be desired. It will reflect 
little credit upon us as a profession if we openly place our 
own petty little class interests before the efficiency of our 
Imperial defence. 

Such a course would be shortsighted, and might almost 
be called criminal in its selfishness The country re- 
quires veterinary advice and assistance for the Territoria! 
Army. Veterinary surgeons are asked to join for that 
purpose. They should do so, and then endeavour—partly 
by representations t> those in authority, and partly by 
practically demonstrating their own value—to remedy any 
unsatisfactory conditions that may exist. : 

I do not consider that this is ‘‘ misplaced patriotism ''— 
in fact, I do not admit that patriotism can be misplaced. 
Patriotism is defined as love of one’s own country, devotion 
to the welfare of that country, and zeal in supporting its 
interests. We are being asked to support our country by 
serving in its national forces, by giving our professional 
knowledge to increase the efficiency of an essential branch 
of any Army, viz., its horse supply. Surely it is our duty 
to assent at once 

Though a civilian, I have always taken a keen interest in 
our national defence. I desire to see an effective home 
Army, I recognise that veterinary science has a part to play 
in the formation of that Army, and I am willing to give my 
own time, and such knowledge as I have, to serve my 
ecuntry. Why should I not become, as I subscribe my- 
self, a “* TERRITORIAL,”’ 





AnoTHER “‘ Facr.”' 
Sir, 

Re your drenching story, I think I can relate a somewhat 
similar one. A tradesman in my town had a horse on trial 
from a farmer who bred him. The horse was five years 
old. The tradesman had as a pal the stud groom of the 
usual know-all character, whose master is a well known 
hunting man. Of course the stud groom was asked to 
examine the horse and give his opinion. He did so, and 
said to his friend ‘‘Don't you buy him, my boy, as he 
makes a ‘’ell of a row’ and is quite gone in his wind.” 
The horse was accordingly returned. I examined him, and 
found the noise he made was from the air rushing into his 
sheath, and explained matters to the man who had had him 
on trial, and as he was a useful sound horse he purchased 
him, and has had him two vears and is pleased with him. 

‘*West Country.” 





Communications AND Pavers Recetveo.—Messrs. W. 
Urq:hart, Titus Lander, J. A. Jordan. ‘ West Country.” 

The Royal Dick College Magazine V. iii. 4, Feb. 

Nineteenth Annual Report of West Australian Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

The Morning Herald (Perth, W. Australia’, Zastern 
Evening News, Nairn Standard, Hinckley Times. Feb. 13. 

Messrs. A. Gofton, H A. MacCormack, Loudon M. 


Douglae, W.H. Wilkinson. G.M. 
Proceedings of the American V.M.A. 45th Annual Con- 


| vention: Philadelphia, Sept. 1908. 


The Preston Guardian, Free Press (Winnipeg, Manitoba), 
The Hull News, The Rand Daily Mail. Feb. 20. 











